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Drupal 8 Routes & Forms
What we will cover

1. What Happened to Hook_Menu?

2. YAML
a. Routing

b. Menus

c. Links

d. Actions

3. Routing to Controllers (Endpoints)

4. Routing to Forms
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What Happened to Hook_Menu?

In previous versions of Drupal there was a specific Hook that did 
too much. hook_menu()

It determines:

● Page URIs
● Multiple types of links within the menu system and UI
● Callbacks for routes
● File loading for callback file inclusion
● Access control
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What Happened to Hook_Menu?
In Drupal 8 these various functions of a hook_menu() item have been 
broken up into their own YAML files. All routes are defined in 
*.routing.yml, while links are in separate files predominantly delineated 
along the lines of the previous “type” property of the menu item.

Drupal 7 Drupal 8 Replacement

MENU_CALLBACK *.routing.yml

MENU_NORMAL_ITEM *.routing.yml & *.links.menu.yml - Menu Items

MENU_(DEFAULT)_LOCAL_TASK *.routing.yml & *.links.task.yml - Tabs.

MENU_LOCAL_ACTION *.routing.yml & *.links.action.yml - Local action links.

? *.routing.yml & *.links.contextual.yml - Admin actions
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Example YAML - *.routing.yml

 core/modules/node/node.routing.ymlRoute to Form

● Route Name
● Route URI
● Route Form
● Access Control

Route to Controller

● Route Name
● Route URI
● Page Title
● Route Controller
● Access Control
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Example YAML - *.links.*.yml

 core/modules/node/node.routing.yml

 core/modules/node/node.links.menu.yml

Link name
Default link title
Name of Route link 
points to

Route name

Note: 

In this example 
the link name 
and the route 
name are the 
same.

This is merely 
a coincidence.
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Example - Routing to Controller

 example_routing/src/Controller/SomePage.php

 example_routing/example_routing.routing.yml

Controller is a fancy word that means, 
“class with methods that generate output 
for the user”. The ControllerBase is not 
required, but can be helpful.
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Example - Routing to Form

 example_routing/example_routing.routing.yml

 example_routing/example_routing.routing.yml

When routing to forms, you point towards the 
fully namespaced form class. Forms must:

● Extend FormBase
● Have a getFormId() method
● Have a buildForm() method
● Have a submitForm() method
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Example - *.links.menu.yml

 example_routing/example_routing.routing.yml

 example_routing/example_routing.links.menu.yml


