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What we will cover

1. A Complete Module w/ Custom Block Type

2. Annotations & Plugins

3. Annotations vs Drupal 7 Hooks

4. Block Configuration Form
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A Complete Module & Block

 example_blocks.info.yml

 src/Plugin/Block/MyFirstBlockExample.phpIn Drupal 8 Blocks are “Plugins”.

Plugins are a new concept in Drupal 8. They are 
classes that are automatically discovered by the 
system if they are in the correct location & have 
the correct Annotation. Generally, Plugins with 
Annotations have replaced the 
hook_something_info concept from Drupal 7.
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Annotations & Plugins

 src/Plugin/Block/MyFirstBlockExample.php

Annotations tell the plugin system 
about the plugin you’re creating.

This annotation is telling Drupal that:
● This is a Block
● Its ID is my_first_block_example
● It’s label My First Block Example

This block class does two important things:
● Extends the BlockBase
● Contains a build() method
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Annotations vs Drupal 7 Hooks

 src/Plugin/Block/MyFirstBlockExample.php

Drupal 7 custom block
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Block Configuration Forms
Blocks can provide 
configuration forms to the end 
user by implementing a few 
additional methods:

● blockForm()
Return a Drupal form 
array

● blockSubmit()
Get the submitted form 
values and set them 
within the configuration 
array.


